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Minutemen Help Spuir the Grow’ih of Gun Clubs

Ly DONALD JANSON

Special to The New York Tinmes
NORBORNE, Mo., Aug. 1—
The number of private gun clubs
in the United States has doubled
in the last fow years, Oune
group that has made a contribu-!

Says They Join to Gain
Access to Riflz Range

U. S. Provides Weapons

militantly anti-Communist Min-j Some, the Norborne chemist
utemen organization, headquar-isaid, get weapons and ammu-
tercd here. nition free from the Depdrt-
“Robert B. de Pugh, national'ment of Defense. This is pos-
coordinator of the right-wingisible through a Federal program
group, said in an interview thatilittie known outside circles of
it was “a common tactic” for:gun enthusiasts.

Headof Anti-CommunistGroup |

minutemen, never disclosing:’
their affiliation, to organize ot

The program was started in:

1903 to promote skill in use
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l He said that “intelligence”
foperations were as important as
‘weaponry in the Minutemen
I ooy ‘program and that 600 pevi-
Growing Arsenal odicals were read regularly as
Tn Missour!, he said, citizens an aid in spotting suspects and
ihave no trouble getting thebuilding the files.
‘lecassary purthase permit atj Why .not leave such sur-
[the sheriff's olfice cxcept injveillance to the Tederal Bureau
FIansas  City and St/ Louis,lof Investigation?  “No law-
;whore crime rates ave higherlenforcement agency,” Mr. de
i 5L Louisans simply cross the[Pugh said, “can watch all the
istate  border to Illineis and(people all the time. The basic
,Kansas Citians to Kansas, helduty of patriotic American cit-

said, and buy guns without per-[izens is to be vigilant to pro-.
miis, ~ |tect his country in every way

The arsenal in the hands of:he can.” ‘
civilians has been growing rap- A recently issued Minute-;
idly. It is now cstimated by men booklet casts doubt on the,
the National Rifle Association loyalty of a wide range of"
at a billion pistols, rifles angd elccted officials. _ .
shoiguns and scveral billionn “What do you recally lnew

join gun clubs in order to sainiof firearms for the hoenefit of
practice. mabilization.

.Each Minuteman is under in-| Under it, the Avmy's director
structions to fire at least 500]of civilian marksm:vship lends
rounds of ammunition a yearirifles and gives ansuumition Lo
to maintain proficiency as agriﬂc clubs - affifinted with the
marksman. Minutemen believei National Rifle Assaciation.
the United States will be sub-!  Thousands — of  Minutemen
jugated hy Communism by 1973 have joincd the association, Mr.

land as patriots thcy must helde Pugh said, parlly because

prepared to resist as guerrillasitheir dues support the asszocia-
in “an cffort to restore'.con- tion's campaizn. against pas-
stitutional government.” tsage by states of legislation
Iinding a place to shoot isirvestricling posscssion and use
no problem around Norborne, a‘] of fircarms. .
ltown of 950 population and sev-] Membership In the association
cral cornficlds, but it can he alhas doubled in the last four
problem in more densely settledyears, It now stands at-650,000.
places. Mr. de Pugh said gum Aftiliated gun clubs  have
clubs were being formed rapid-|doubled in number in the same
ly in order to lease and rescrveiperiod, to 11,300, More than half
land for ranges while land wasimake use of the Avmy program.
still available in or. near citiessOlher clubs have heen formed
The Minutemen, organized inioutside the association.
small bands throughout the pa-{ Mr. de Tugh, a “lifetime”
tion, also train in the country-ymcmber of the association, said
side at night for the role they Minutemen accounted for only
helieve they will soon have. ,a “small part” of the increase
My, de Pugh, a 4l-year-oldiin membership, . -
drug manufacturer, founder ofi He said Minutemen did not
the throe-year-old ovganization.irely on the Army's program,

‘says there are more than 25 -ihecause the rifles are subjcct

000 Minutemen now. They are,jto recall in case of war or other
he says, “thie most dedicated.:cmegencey.
most active and best disciplined! Mcembers have no trouble buy-
American organization in the|ing all the guns and amnumi-
fight io prescrve our constitu-|tion (hey want, he added.
tional republic.” Several states require permitls
15ach supplics his own rifle{fo uy guns, hut the Missourian
shotgun, sidearmis and other|said only New TYork further

“survival” equipment., . regittated possession by periodic
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amounted to “confiscation by
legislation.” . g

ronnds of anminunition.

‘about, the State Senator or Statc.

aceoss to rifle ranges for target|{the armed forces in case of

A millien mail-order  guns,Representatve from your dis-
- . g 4‘ H oS &
[sich as the one bought hy Leqtrict?” it asks. “Could any af
iHm'VCV Oswald, the accuseq these men have been indoctri-
lassassin of President Kernedy,ated in Communist idcology
\arc sold in the United Statodat some time in their career
fannually. .or past education.?”
{ Mr. de Puch contended that “There are scvoral men who!
offorts to rofuire registration @8 NOW known Communists
and other restrictive firearms Who once served as U. 8. Sen-
logislation were being led by|at01's or Representatives and
Communists hecause after theylWere in all probubility Com-

“take over” the United States,|niunists all the time.” .
he said, the registration lists|  Representative Gonzales said

would alert them ns to whom|the Minutemen had published
to disarm. - , “g thinly vciled threat” against|
Ifowever, some Congressmen him and some colleagues who:
doubt whethier all  civilians voted‘a.gamst‘. increasing an ap-!
should be trusted with the un-propriation far the House Comi-
regulated use of arms. ’311_1ittce on Un-American Activi-
Reprosentative Henry B. Gonw LS. ot
zales, Democrat of Texas, has! Weapons Seized
noted that On Target, the Min- Others have expressed concern
uleman newsletter cdited hy Mr. about some of the uses to which;
de Pugh, recently warned “Com~ Minutemen have.put weapons.’

munists and fcllow travelers”
that “only their leaders” rve-
straincd  patriots who had
learned to hit sparrows at 200
yards with a target rifie,
The newsletter told “traitors”
to “hewrare” because “even now
cross-hairs ave on the backs of
your nccks.” .
Pro-Communists Listed
Mr, de Tugh sald his organi-
zation had files listing 67,000
“arp~Communists”  whom  the
Minutemen were walching., Two
months ago, he caid in the hook-
lined office ¢f his Biolub Cor-

Lhose of six other “‘conscrvas
Live” organizations.

4004626,

When Mr. de Pugh conducted
a class in guerrilla warfare inj
Shiloh, Ill, three years ago,
sheriff's deputies seized mor-
tars and machineguns as well
as rifles. Richard Lauchli, a
Minutemen leader from Collins-
ville, Ill., was arvested. )

Last May Mr. Lauchli was
‘arrested again, this Lime neav
Clinton, H1., by Federal agents!
posing as arms buyers for Cu-}
han revolutionaries secking to:
overthrow the Castro regime.:
They seized a truckload of.
bonbs and aulomatic weapons.’

Myr. Lauchli is free on $20,000
-, de Pugh says he Is

now a former Minutcman. !
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